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Although the City of Monongahela and the Borough of New Eagle have maintained
separate municipal identities since 1912, these two contiguous Monongahela Valley
communities have developed in tandem with each other since the earliest period of
European settlement in this part of Southwestern Pennsylvania. The two towns have
been shaped by generations of descendants of a few pioneer families arriving in the late
18th Century, as soon as Native American land claims were declared invalid in 1768 by
British and Colonial leaders (Treaty of November 5, 1768, Crumrine, p1). Generations
of immigrants who came from all over the world to work in the mills and mines have also
made their mark on the community.

HISTORICAL PERIODS AND INTERPRETIVE THEMES
The history of the Monongahela-New Eagle Area can be divided into five distinct
periods, each characterized by its own challenges, seminal events and
technological advances. For the purposes of this plan, these five historical periods
have been defined as follows:
The Era of the Frontier Republic (pre-history to 1799)
The Rise of Industry and Innovation (1800 – 1864)
Post Civil War Community Building (1865 – 1899)
The Cosmopolitan Era (1900 – 1950)
A Time of Transition (1951- present)
Era of the Frontier Republic (pre-history to 1799)
The Era of the Frontier Republic begins with the earliest human habitation
in the region. It also includes the arrival of European settlers who, by the
turn of the 18th Century managed to establish farms and small villages
with their own economies and transportation networks.
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Native American History
Washington County, PA, is noted for its early Native American
culture, most notably demonstrated at the Meadowcroft Rock
Shelter, a National Historic Landmark, where the earliest known
site of human habitation in the Americas is located. Situated in an
unassuming rock ledge near the town of Avella in the northwest
part of the County, the rock shelter dates to 16,000 B.C., thousands
of years earlier than any other previously recorded human
settlement.
The Mid-Mon Valley has its own story of pre-historic peoples to
tell. The Adena People, a Woodland Period culture dating from
3,000 to 1,000 years ago, were known for their construction of
earthen burial mounds throughout the Upper Mississippi River
Valley and parts of Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Kentucky,
and Indiana. The Adena Culture spanned the archaeological
transition from a nomadic hunter-gatherer society to a more
geographically stable agricultural one. As their culture grew in
sophistication, so did the breadth of their trading. Adena burial
sites excavated in the late 19th Century revealed not only human
remains, but also copper implements from the Great Lakes region,
obsidian from the western U.S. and jewelry made from marine
shells.
Mounds Park, located in an attractive hilltop residential
neighborhood in Monongahela, is one such burial mound.
Although currently used as a city park complete with playground
equipment and ball fields where quarterback Joe Montana honed
his National Football League skills, the area’s Native American
history is commemorated by a PA Historic and Museum
Commission marker.
In the 1987 New Eagle Memories Diamond Jubilee publication,
oral historian Wilbur A. James (born 1923) recounts numerous
sites in the Riverview Section of New Eagle, where he collected
Native American artifacts such as arrowheads, pottery shards, a
broken tomahawk, and a “nutting stone” used to crack nuts in the
Archaic period (9,000 to 1,000 BC). He recounts the existence of
three burial mounds along the ridge of Mingo Creek hill, between
Route 837 and Route 88. Another burial site reportedly used by
Native Americans as well as early European settlers was located on
Fourth Avenue behind Riverview Baptist Church. Mr. James also
discusses an apparent Indian garbage dump located above Star
Mine, and implements he found over the years while gardening in
his own back yard.
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Early European Settlement
Although Native Americans inhabited the region for millennia, the
first Europeans did not begin to explore and lay official claim to
their lands until the 1750s, when George Washington, then a 21year old general from Virginia, led his ill-fated expedition across
the Alleghenies to the “Forks of the Ohio” as present day
Pittsburgh was known at the time. While in search of early French
military envoys with the common ambition to control this crucial
path to the west, Washington and his troops inadvertently started
the French and Indian War.
Once title to Native American land officially was severed in 1768,
the Colonial government began to offer white settlers deed to lands
in the region. Within the next year, settlers began arriving in the
Mid-Mon Valley. Both Monongahela and New Eagle were
founded by early pioneer families by the familiar names of
Parkison, Devore, Froman, Decker, Wickerham, Van Voorhis and
others, who brought with them a rugged entrepreneurial spirit.
Although the names of the towns have undergone numerous
changes over the years, descendants of these early pioneers remain
in the area to this day.
Current day Monongahela was first settled around the mouth of
Pigeon Creek. The earliest recorded land claim in this area was
named Southwark. While other pioneers arrived prior to or
contemporaneously with him, it is Joseph Parkison who is most
often credited as the founding father of Monongahela, because he
formally laid out the town in 1769.
A few years later in 1775, the earliest settlement in what is now
known as New Eagle took place where Mingo Creek enters the
Monongahela River in an area still referred to as Riverview, where
Paul Froman first established a gristmill. The same year Froman
built his gristmill, James Devore was authorized to establish the
area’s first ferry crossing across from the mouth of Pigeon Creek,
connecting his side of the river with the village of Southwark
(Monongahela).
Once the border dispute between Pennsylvania and Maryland was
resolved in 1780, another wave of pioneer settlement developed.
As more and more settlers arrived and established their homes and
businesses, ferry service expanded to meet the growing demand for
transportation between the various riverfront settlements. In 1782,
Joseph Parkison was granted permission to operate a ferry landing
on his land located just below the mouth of Pigeon Creek. It was
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at this time that the settlement known as Southwark began to be
referred to as Parkison’s Ferry.
Whiskey Rebellion
Although still very much a frontier area populated by sturdy
independent-minded entrepreneurs, agriculture, trade and
commerce in Southwestern PA were well established by the end of
the 18th Century. At the time, whiskey was the primary form of
currency in the region, leading to a wholesale rebellion by
producers when the U.S. government, cash-strapped after the
Revolutionary War, placed a tax on whiskey production.
So deeply engrained in the economy was the making of whiskey in
southwest Pennsylvania that farmers and producers alike joined in
a three-year bloody protest, known as the Whiskey Insurrection,
marked by tar and feathers, mail robbery, arson and general
mayhem perpetrated against the numerous tax collectors
dispatched to the region. As the violence escalated, President
George Washington, determined to assert the authority of the new
sovereign nation, called up a militia, 15,000 strong, to squelch the
protests.
Because of its crucial position along the route between Washington
City to the west, and Philadalphia to the east, Parkison’s Ferry
(modern day Monongahela) became a central meeting point for
whiskey rebels from across the region on several different
occasions. After repeated unsuccessful calls for the protesters to
concede and pledge their allegiance – and their taxes – to the
federal government, approaching Federal troops prompted waves
of fear and anger across the region.
The three-year struggle climaxed on a hill between the Episcopal
Church and Saint Anthony’s Catholic Church in present day
Monongahela. On the evening of August 14, 1794, the remaining
rebels who had not already fled the country or submitted a decree
of guilt, were persuaded to relent by the eloquence of Albert
Gallatin, who would later serve as Thomas Jefferson’s Secretary of
the Treasury. Ultimately, the rebels’ concession would prove to be
too little, too late, as the uprising culminated with the arrest and
forced march to Philadelphia of several dozen rebels, most of
whom were minor players in the uprising and thus, exonerated for
lack of evidence.
In hindsight, Washington reportedly declared this, the nation’s first
wholesale domestic uprising, a key turning point in the early
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evolution of the Republic that reinforced the authority of the
federal government (Hildreth).
Rise of Industry and Innovation (1800 to 1864)
In the first half of the 19th Century, much of the nation was marked by the
rise of industry, transportation innovation and greater domestic stability as
soldiers returned to their communities from war. The Monongahela-New
Eagle area was no exception.
It was during this time of great expansion that more name and boundary
changes took place. On April 8, 1833, Parkison’s Ferry was incorporated
as the Borough of Williamsport, named for founder Joseph Parkison’s son,
William. Four years later, Williamsport was renamed Monongahela City,
because an incorporated town by the same name already existed in
Lycoming County, PA. On May 26, 1842, Carroll Township officially
split from Monongahela City.
Manufacturing
During this period, the brick making, glass-making and boat
building industries followed the upward trajectory of the various
grain, textile and paper milling operations that were already
established along Dry Run, Mingo Creek, Pigeon Creek and the
Monongahela riverfront.
As evidence of the town’s growing prosperity, the first brick house
was erected in 1802 at First and Main Streets on Lot #1 of Joseph
Parkison’s original subdivision plan. The first steam-powered mill
was incorporated in 1810 by some of the area’s most influential
businessmen.
When the all-volunteer Williamsport Rangers returned from duty
at Fort Erie where they were called to patrol the Canadian border
and Niagara River during the War of 1812, they set about new
commercial, industrial and community ventures in the
Monongahela-New Eagle area. Benjamin Parkison established a
woolen mill at the mouth of Mingo Creek in 1814. The glass
industry flourished at the hands of well-known businessmen by the
names of Parkison, Ihmsen and Samuel Black, who produced
whiskey bottles and window glass for a growing population.
These same influential entrepreneurs organized the Monongahela
and Williamsport Manufacturing Company in 1814, which
financed many early industrial ventures in the period of strong
growth.
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Coal Mining
The 1830s gave rise to coal mining along the New Eagle
waterfront, with the opening of the Cincinnati Mine, which
continued to operated until 1924. The installation in 1841 of lock
and dam structures designed to make the Monongahela River
navigable year round, further fueled the rapid expansion of coal
mining along the river banks which were made more accessible by
higher, more consistent water levels in the river. Between 1841
and 1884, approximately forty mines were opened along the outer
riverbank between New Eagle and West Elizabeth (Allegheny
County), collectively known as Limetown. The town of New
Eagle was named for one of these mines, the second, or “New”
Eagle mine that was opened in 1861.
Transportation Innovations
Another transportation innovation in the early half of the century
forever affected the appearance and circulation of the
Monongahela-New Eagle area – bridge building. A bridge over
Pigeon Creek was erected in 1818. Plans to build a bridge
spanning the Monongahela River first began in 1832, ultimately
rendering the ferry system obsolete, and forever changing the
intimate regular contact between traveler and ferryman, and
communities on opposite sides of the river. This sharp divide
between riverbanks continues to affect commerce and community
life along the river to this day.
Perhaps the greatest change of all came with the arrival of the
railroad in 1853, when the Hempfield Railroad was first to gain
right of way through Monongahela.
The Pittsburgh and
Connellsville Railroad followed the next year, providing a cheaper,
faster, and more reliable means of transporting coal and other
products up and down the valley, providing fuel and cannon fodder
for a nation soon to be embroiled in a bloody Civil War.
Underground Railroad
Monongahela, like many communities in close proximity to the
Mason-Dixon line, provided refuge and safe passage for slaves on
their quest for freedom along the Underground Railroad.
Monongahela’s African American churches and local residents,
black and white alike, helped slaves on their way to liberty.
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Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, founded in a log
cabin in 1833, was the first African American church in the
Monongahela Valley. Its congregation was active in the antislavery and Underground Railroad movement. Its current building,
a Gothic Revival style church is located at Chess & Main Streets.
It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2002.
The impressive red brick structure with its soaring, slender steeple
was built in 1877 by local architect John Blythe, a Monongahela
area architect who is credited with many of the region’s finest
homes and public buildings in the late 19th Century.
Directly across Main Street are two
residences also reputed to be stops along the
Underground Railroad. The Anawalt House,
located at 715 Main St., currently houses SR
Design, an owner-occupied stained glass and
window treatments studio. Next door is the
Longwell House, former home of riverboat
captain, David Longwell.
Currently
occupied by an antiques and collectibles
shop, this home is also a nationally
registered property built by John Blythe.

Longwell House – 2007

In the 1908 publication titled, “Historical Magazine of
Monongahela’s Old Home Coming Week,” (Kohn) is an oral
account of Monongahela resident Mrs. J.B. Taylor’s involvement
in the Underground Railroad. The account is given by her nephew,
who also participated in the clandestine activity in his early teens.
He describes his aunt’s business dealings with Reverend William
Ralph, a prominent church elder and coal deliveryman. He
recounts how Rev. Ralph delivered two African American men in
his coal cart to his aunt’s hayloft, where they spent the night and
following day. On the second morning, the boy secreted the two
men across the river in a skiff, where another man spirited them
away. This scene was repeated several times with one to three
men at a time.
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Post Civil War Community Building (1865 – 1899)
The close of the Civil War ushered in a new era of prosperity and
domestic tranquility, marked by improvements to public infrastructure and
community life. As the glass and boat building industries flourished, so
did investments in public works projects, residential development and the
construction of churches to accommodate a new wave of immigrants from
Europe who came in search of work. Toward the end of the 19th Century,
a new appreciation for cultural and recreation facilities emerged to fulfill
the dreams of a better life that everyone held, regardless of their country of
origin.
Industrial Expansion
Capitalizing on the golden age of the paddle wheeled steamboat
and a longstanding tradition of boatbuilding in the area, local
investors built the Mon City Steam Docks in 1865. By the late
19th century, the Monongahela River was well-traveled by notable
historic figures such as Mark Twain who visited in 1891. At the
height of steam-powered navigation, 60 percent of steamboats
cruising the Mississippi and other western rivers were constructed
in the Mid-Monongahela Valley (Vivian, C. p 21)
The discovery of natural gas across southwest Pennsylvania
provided a fuel source for industry that was cleaner and cheaper
than coal. The glass industry, in particular, became rapidly decentralized across the region, dispersing from its original
stronghold in what is now known as Pittsburgh’s South Side
neighborhood.
The towns of Jeannette, Mount Pleasant
(Westmoreland County) Washington and Charleroi (Washington
County), Point Marion and Connellsville (Fayette County), and
New Geneva (Greene County) became centers for glass
production.
Monongahela and New Eagle, already established coal-fired glass
production areas, also experienced a rush of industry expansion
when the local gas works were completed in 1873. Monongahela
Glass Company and O’Leary Glassworks in New Eagle were both
founded in the 1880’s.
The Wightman Glass Company,
established at the mouth of Dry Run underwent rapid expansion,
employing 300 people at its peak in the 1890s. The sprawling site,
originally designed by architect E.M. Butz in the 1890s is currently
owned and occupied by the Therm-o-Rock plant, and is located at
the intersection of Main and Pine Street across from Eat n Park
restaurant. Although the buildings vary widely in their present use
and condition, this site has terrific interpretive potential as an early

Page 5-8

Chapter 5 – Historic Resources
Background Studies

planned industrial park, and according to architectural historian
and former New Eagle resident, Terry Necciai, could rival
Pittsburgh’s Station Square complex for its potential for adaptive
re-use as a festival space and retail enclave (New Eagle Memories,
p 59).
This era of industrial expansion created an atmosphere of
innovation in laboratories, machine shops and backyard garages
across the nation. A protégé of Thomas Edison, Edward Goodrich
Acheson, born in Washington, PA, invented Carborundum, a
revolutionary industrial abrasive, by electrically fusing clay and
carbon. Described as “the hardest surface made by man and
second only to diamond in hardness” (MIT), Carborundum
revolutionized precision grinding of metals.
Shortly after discovering the process for creating Carborundum,
Acheson established a manufacturing facility for the substance in
Monongahela. When demand for Carborundum exceeded the
Monongahela facility’s production capacity, he moved to Niagara,
NY, where he built a larger plant.
Another of his important discoveries around this time period was a
process for creating an almost pure form of graphite, an invaluable
industrial lubricant, by superheating carborundum. Over his
career, he amassed over 70 U.S. patents and spawned numerous
highly successful companies, among them the Union Carbide
Company. Today, his Monongahela home remains a private
residence on Main Street in Monongahela, and is listed as a
National Historic Landmark.
Public Works Projects
With economic prosperity came a variety of public works projects.
Monongahela’s familiar red streetlights have a history dating back
to 1869 when the first oil-burning streetlamps were installed.
Andrew Neil was the city’s first appointed lamplighter was. The
streetlamps were converted from oil to gas in 1873 when the gas
works were completed.
Following a devastating fire in 1853 that wiped out several mills
and the town fire wagon, the Monongahela Fire Department
expanded its equipment and services to meet the needs of a
growing community.
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Railroad service continued to expand during this period and well
into the 20th Century. The Pittsburgh, Virginia and Charleston
Railway Company acquired its right of way in 1869. The
Pittsburgh Railway Company began offering daily interurban
trolley service to Monongahela on September 30, 1895.
The Monongahela Cemetery (c.a. 1863), one of four Monongahela
area properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places, is
one of the oldest public cemeteries in the Mid Mon valley. At the
turn of the 19th and 20th century, the noted Kansas City landscape
architecture firm, Hare and Hare, made substantial design
improvements to the site, lending it the Romantic park-like
flourishes so popular at the time.
As contemporaries of Frederick Law Olmsted Sr., and Jr., the
father-son team of Hare and Hare were the leading cemetery
design firm in the country. They envisioned cemeteries as part
botanical garden, part bird sanctuary and part arboretum
(Millstein).
The cemetery’s lovely shaded hilltop location
overlooking the river, its sinuous roads, and ornate funereal
sculpture make this a bucolic setting for an afternoon stroll.
Immigration and Ethnic Traditions
As the mills grew in size and number, more workers were required
to keep them running round the clock. People from all over the
world flocked to southwest Pennsylvania to fill the labor market.
They brought with them traditional food, clothing, games, music,
dance, crafts and other traditions. Each ethnic enclave built its
own church where they could worship and celebrate their ethnic
identity openly. Ethnic social clubs and benevolent societies soon
followed, as did festivals celebrating ethnic customs and religious
traditions.
Today, these vestiges of the old world remain a vital part of the
fabric of daily life throughout southwest Pennsylvania. The
Monongahela area, is no exception.
One of the most notable ethnic events in the region is Saint
Anthony Festa in Monongahela. While the festival originally
honored one of Italy’s patron saints, it has come to serve as a
community-wide event that embraces all of Monongahela’s ethnic
groups, thanks to the community spirit of long-time organizers
from Saint Anthony Catholic Church. The Festa’s commercial
grade kitchen serves up kielbasa sausage sandwiches and Haluski
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(cabbage and noodles), along side more traditional Italian fare.
The festival also includes live music, games and a midway.
In addition to ethnic-centered churches, ethnic social clubs such as
the American Russian Citizens Club and the Slovak American
Citizens Club in Monongahela, also remain a visible mainstay of
community life, although membership numbers and a volunteer
labor force for organizing community events has dwindled as the
next generation further assimilates into the great American
“melting pot.”
Construction Boom
In addition to industrial and public infrastructure development, the
Post Civil War period was also noted for the expansion of
residential development and the construction of numerous
churches, many of them ethnically oriented, that continued into the
early 20th Century.
One of the earliest post-war undertakings was the construction of
Transfiguration Church in Monongahela in1865, followed closely
by Bethel AME Church next door in 1877. Table 5-1 shows the
number and dates of some area churches built during the post Civil
War period and the first half of the 20th Century.
Table 5-1: Churches Constructed Post-Civil War Period
Transfiguration Church
St John's Episcopal
Baptist Church
Bethel AME Church
First United Methodist
Presbyterian Church
First Church of Christ
Grace Lutheran Church
St Anthony's Church
First Church of Christ Scientist
St Mary's Russian Orthodox Church
Ebenezer Baptist Church
Riverview Baptist Church
Church of God of Prophecy

1865
1869
1869
1877
1873
1873
1899
1904
1905
1909
1914
1916
1925
1961
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Some of Monongahela’s most opulent
homes were constructed during this period,
as well. Many of them were designed and
built by Blythe Brothers Lumber and
Construction Company, which also dabbled
in boat building as well. In 1882, the
company purchased 4 million board feet of
lumber and employed 60-75 men. John
Blythe is also credited will designing Bethel
AME Church and the Longwell House in
Monongahela as well as the Furiga House
in New Eagle, which is currently occupied
by Yesterday’s Best consignment shop.
Other noted area architects and builders
were Frank Keller who designed the Abbott
Hotel in New Eagle, and George Yohe, who
built the Odelli Building and the Yohe
Building in Monongahela.

Bethel AME Church – 2007

Recreation and Culture
Parkison’s Ferry (modern day Monongahela) was a popular
gathering spot for impromptu horse races and speed trials along the
Monongahela River. Local horsemen gained acclaim, as did their
trusty mounts, with colorful names like “Hawkeye” and “Sweet
Lips.” This local pastime was formalized in the 1870s when Isaac
Van Voorhis and James Teeple sold a tract of land on Park Avenue
(Monongahela) to the Monongahela Valley Agricultural
Association for the development of a horseracing track. In 1900,
the track was converted to auto racing, which continued until the
late 1930s (Gardner, p 20-22).
Opera came to the Mon Valley in 1887 with the completion of the
Gamble Opera House, named for Dr. H.J. Gamble, who later
opened the Gem Theater, Monongahela’s first nickelodeon in
1905.
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The Cosmopolitan Era (1900 – 1950)
The turn of the 19th and 20th Centuries was marked by a blossoming of the
cultural and civic life in the Monongahela-New Eagle area. Although
industry remained a solid foundation for the community, the economy
began to experience some volatility due to World War I and II, and the
Great Depression.
Entertainment and Culture
The construction of movie houses and vaudeville theaters
continued during the first decade of the century. The Gem
Theater, built in 1905 by entertainment pioneer, H. J. Gamble, was
quickly followed by The Ideal Theater the next year, the Anton
Theater five years later, and the Bentley Theater in 1914.
Shahola Glenn in New Eagle was a popular outdoor dance hall
located on a hilltop in New Eagle. The Pittsburgh and Lake Erie
Railroad used to bring dancers and musicians from across the
region to perform and “shake a leg” on warm summer Saturday
evenings.
New Eagle’s Natatorium, an indoor heated swimming pool ninety
feet long and nine feet deep, was built in 1925. Screen star Johnny
Weissmuller performed at the facility’s grand opening. Later, the
Natatorium site served the community as a bowling alley and again
as a dance hall after the owners drained the pool and capped it with
a wooden floor. The New Eagle Volunteer Fire Department
purchased the property in 1939 for use as a social and recreation
hall.
In the late 1920s and early 1930s, polo became a popular pastime
for many horsemen in the Mid Mon Valley and other areas of the
region. Railroad contractor, George Vang, developed he field on
his land behind the Monongahela Memorial Hospital.
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Transportation and Tourism
Railroad transportation reached its peak during the 1920s, when
twenty passenger trains serviced the towns each day. The rising
popularity and affordability of the automobile also increased the
number of visitors and overnight guests in Monongahela and New
Eagle. The New Eagle Memories Diamond Jubilee book reported
that seven hotels were established in the Monongahela-New Eagle
area during this time period to capture this demand. The Abbott
Hotel in New Eagle, and the Marble Hotel in Monongahela,
remain today as some of the most handsome buildings along Main
Street.
The Abbott Hotel was rehabilitated in the
1970s by Quattrone Accounting firm. At
the time of this writing, it is currently
vacant. The Washabaugh Hotel and Odie’s
Heartbreak Hotel operated for many years
in the building known today as Tommy B’s,
a popular watering hole. The Marble
Hotel is located in the 200 block of Main
Street in Monongahela. Although currently
vacant and in poor condition, it was used as
a set location in the 1980s during the
filming of the movie “Die Hard” featuring
Bruce Willis.

Marble Hotel Building – 2007

Banking and Industry
The early 20th Century brought an
expansion of financial services to the area
as well. Although originally chartered in
1870 as the Peoples Savings Bank, the
Monongahela City Trust Company
erected a new imposing limestone building
in 1901 just down the block from the
Marble Hotel. Today, the grand old
building stands vacant and is up for sale.
Also in 1901, the First National Bank was
established in Monongahela.
Monongahela City Trust Building
Industry continued to expand during this
– 2007
period, particularly following the Great
Depression. Several new companies opened on the grounds of the
Wightman / American Window Glass industrial complex in New
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Eagle. The Associated Box Company made wooden crates and
pallets for the steel industry.
Next to Associated Box Company was Greif Brothers Cooperage
Corporation, which made wire 250,000 wire hangers per day at its
peak of production. The company operated between 1919 and the
1980s.
The Halpern Costume Factory opened in the 1930s. It was a
popular place for many New Eagle girls to work because it
involved sewing and piecework. The company made Christmas
holiday decorations as well as costumes mimicking popular figures
such as Little Bo Peep and Santa Claus.
These new industries expanded the tax base, making possible new
investment in infrastructure and public safety services in New
Eagle. Sewage Services were provided in the Riverview area of
New Eagle for the first time in 1927.
Public Services
That same year, the New Eagle Volunteer Fire Company was
founded. In the New Eagle Memories book, former Chief Adrian
Martello described the company as “more or less a bucket brigade
with fire brooms and extinguishers...” and later as funds allowed, a
second-hand engine (p. vi). With time, however, the company was
able to purchase new state of the art equipment, and acquired the
former Natatorium property, which it converted to a bingo and
social hall that continues to serve as a cornerstone of the
community today.
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Time of Transition (1951 to present)
Dramatic nation-wide changes in transportation and industry in the latter
half of the 20th Century brought about equally dramatic changes in the
economic and social fabric of the Pittsburgh region. Long an industrial
powerhouse for the nation, Pittsburgh and small towns across southwest
Pennsylvania have experienced periods of community and economic
transition that continue today. In this climate of change, lies a spirit of
innovation, which has spawned many accomplishments and notable
figures of which the region can be proud.
Notable Figures
In addition to pioneers like Edward Acheson, film maker and
Monongahela native, Laura Magone, has documented other
notable figures in her documentary film entitled One
Extraordinary Street, which recounts the accomplishments of
numerous residents from Monongahela’s Park Avenue. An
unassuming neighborhood of frame houses set close to the road,
Park Avenue is or has been home to numerous sports legends,
military leaders, business and entertainment scions, industry titans,
scholars, educators, successful professionals of every stripe, and
other individuals of more modest accomplishment, but of equal
import to the fabric of the community.
A 1994 Sports Illustrated article touted Park Avenue as “...surely
one of the most extraordinary streets in small-town America”
because of the number of nationally acclaimed sports heroes (and
the people who mentored them) that grew up there (Magone). Park
Avenue has spawned:
National Football League Players
- Joe Montana (San Francisco
49ers), Fred Cox (MN Vikings),
and Mike Bucchianeri (Green
Bay Packers)
Ronnie Necciai – Pittsburgh
Pirates
Ryan Bucchianeri – place kicker
for the US Naval Academy who
sprinkled soil from the Ringgold
High School football field onto
the Navy field when he entered
school at the Academy.
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In addition to sports stars, Park Avenue was also home to:
General Carl E. Vuono - Four Star General and former
US Army Chief of Staff to Presidents Reagan and Bush, Sr.
General Vuono was a mentor to General (Ret.) Colin
Powell.
Jim Jimirro – Founding President of the Disney Channel
and current CEO of National Lampoon;
Deridre Bair – author, scholar, biographer and winner of
the National Book Award;
Mary Ann Barkey – the first female employee of Bell of
PA to climb a telephone pole.
Perhaps WQED’s Rick Sebak put it best, “It is rare for lightning to
strike twice in any one place. On Park Avenue, lightning has stuck
over and over and over again” (Laura Magone, personal
communication, 2007).
Transportation
As post-war consumers turned to the automobile as their primary
means of transportation, the great era of passenger rail travel came
to an end. While the Monongahela-New Eagle area enjoyed over
twenty passenger trains per day in the 1920s, commuter rail service
dropped to only one daily train in 1950, and ultimately ended
altogether four years later when the last passenger train departed
the area on February 22, 1954. Pittsburgh Railway Company’s last
interurban trolley left the area only a few months prior to that,
making it more difficult and costly for residents to travel back and
forth between jobs and recreation in the city and neighboring
communities.
The development of the interstate system in the 1950s led to the
decline of central business districts and traditional neighborhoods
when car-bound families began to move from more densely settled
older communities to newer more spacious suburban quarters. The
rise of the shopping mall in the 1960s and ‘70s caused further
decline along small town Main Streets across the region as well.
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Industry
The wholesale demise of the domestic steel industry, upon which
the regional economy was based, led to mass layoffs across many
different business sectors, ushering in decades of out-migration
and disinvestment. Despite this time of seemingly cataclysmic
transition, the Monongahela-New Eagle area endured, and enjoyed
many notable accomplishments about which it can be proud.
In 1969, Monongahela celebrated its bicentennial with a weeklong
celebration.
To commemorate this important community
milestone, the Mon Valley Aquatorium was constructed along the
riverfront as an outdoor amphitheater for community events such
as movie screenings, concerts, and spectacular July 4th fireworks
displays which attract thousands of people each year.
Also in 1969, the Maple Creek Mine and coal processing facility
was built in New Eagle, bringing with it hundreds of jobs. The
sprawling complex of conveyor tubes and tipples is one of the
most impressive and most accessible coal facilities in the region.
Although the plant was recently shuttered by the PA Department of
Environmental Protection due to environmental concerns with
plans to expand mining operations beneath Mingo Creek, the
complex remains an imposing reminder of the scale and grandeur
of industry in the region. Although sometimes criticized for
physically dividing the community and severing access to the river,
the plant has potential for interpreting the region’s coal industry
heritage.
Other businesses continue to occupy New Eagle’s waterfront
industrial park, which has served as the economic engine for both
communities and the Mid Mon Valley for over a hundred years.
Equitable Gas Company and Therm-o-Rock East, Inc, makers of
soil and paint additives, occupy portions of the former Wightman
Glass Company complex.
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Small Business
In addition to a strong industry presence, both towns enjoy a
thriving small business community. Monongahela boasts one of
the highest downtown business occupancy rates in the
Monongahela Valley. Its attractive streetscape, cheery red period
streetlamps, historic buildings and Chess Park also make it one of
the most inviting towns in the area. The numerous antiques and
collectible shops in both towns make it a mecca for collectors
across the region. Despite minimal land use regulation and
competition from franchise retail development in neighboring
towns, New Eagle and Monongahela have managed to
authentically create what many towns strive for: owner-occupied
small local businesses located in historic buildings in a traditional
downtown mixed use setting.
Another prime asset for Monongahela and New Eagle is its river
heritage. With increased interest in river-based recreation and
heritage tourism as a means of stimulating regional economic
development, these two towns are well placed to capitalize on this
asset. Monongahela’s public Aquatorium, New Eagle’s public
Tubby Hall Park and private marinas nearby, provide excellent
opportunities for residents and visitors alike to enjoy the river
whether by boating, fishing or simply watching the barges and
tugboats plying their trade.
The taverns, shops and restaurants that line the Main Streets in
both towns provide additional opportunities for visitors to stop,
shop and stay awhile. By building on this rich river town heritage,
Monongahela and New Eagle have great potential to become a
regional recreation and heritage tourism destination in the 21st
Century.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION
The Monongahela / New Eagle area is blessed with many community
organizations that are actively engaged in promoting and protecting the area’s
heritage resources and community character. Active area heritage organizations
include the:
Monongahela Historical Society (Monongahela)
Mon River Buffs Museum (Monongahela)
Mid Mon Valley Model Train Club (New Eagle)
Monongahela Area Revitalization Committee (MARC)
Monongahela Area Chamber of Commerce
While all of these groups have been effective advocates for the community, their
membership numbers have been falling, leaving the heaving lifting to a small
group of experienced, but weary individuals. As young people have left the area
in search of steady work, and young parents are increasingly tied up with dual
full-time careers to make ends meet, the volunteer labor force and level of
community participation has dropped steadily. As remaining members age, the
sustainability of the various organizations becomes increasingly.
Physical Space Issues
As membership levels drop, so has income for programming, general
operations and building maintenance. The Monongahela Area Historical
Society is currently housed in one-half of a two-story duplex owned by a
local business. Money generated by yearly events such as the annual
Ghostwalk, and A Dickens of a Christmas are barely enough to cover the
minimal rent that the group was able to negotiate with the building owner.
The Mon River Buffs Museum is fortunate to have a rent-free space above
a local Main Street business in Monongahela. However, the space is also
free of any form of climate control or window coverings, leaving its
extensive collection of maps, publications, photographs and other artifacts
vulnerable to erratic temperatures and blazing year round sunlight. The
lack of climate control also limits when the museum can be open. The
room is either too cold in the winter or two hot during the summer months
when people are most likely to visit. The second story location of the
museum also prevents access for the disabled and families with strollers.
Although the Mid Mon Valley Model Railroad Club has enjoyed steady
membership growth, and a diverse age range within its membership, it is
at risk of outgrowing its current quarters on the second floor of the New
Eagle Borough Building. Its impressive and fanciful track layouts and
scale-modeled villages wind through three of the four rooms within the
suite. While the building footprint allows the layouts ample linear space,
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the tracks must be routed through openings in the walls. The viewing
areas and workspaces are also very limited, making it difficult for the
group to comfortably admit even a dozen people at a time. Without a new
facility, it will be difficult for this active and growing group to meet its
full potential as an organization and interpreter of railroading and
community history.
Public Interest and Appreciation of Heritage Resources
An unfortunate result of these programming, financial, and membership
challenges is a reduced capacity for ongoing community outreach that is
so crucial to developing public awareness of heritage resources, thus
creating a negative feedback loop of limitation. The longevity of these
organizations is dependent on igniting interest in young people and
informing the community about heritage events and cultural opportunities
not only in Monongahela and New Eagle, but also throughout southwest
Pennsylvania.
Preserving Community Character
Although Monongahela’s Main Street is one of the most active and
attractive central business districts in the Mon Valley, and arguably in all
the small towns in southwest Pennsylvania, it is still vulnerable to
development that is incompatible with its historic character because of
somewhat outdated or inadequate land us controls.
New Eagle is even more vulnerable to insensitive development due to its
strong inventory of developable land and a lack of zoning or any other
means of managing growth.
In regards to the rehabilitation of historic structures, it is important to note
that the Uniform Construction Code (UCC) law (Section 902) states that a
building code official may exclude an entire historic building or structure
from compliance with the UCC if the following three conditions are met:
1) it is an existing building or structure, or a new non-residential
building on a historic site;
2) it is identified by federal, state, or local authority as historic; and
3) the building code official judges the building or structure or parts
safe. (the UCC's accessibility requirements may not be waived)
Even if a historic building is not on the National Register, a municipal
governing body may designate it historic and allow the above provision to
be implemented.
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CHAPTER 5
HISTORIC RESOURCES
RECOMMENDATIONS

Information regarding heritage resources and current issues facing heritage
organizations in the Monongahela / New Eagle area was obtained through
interviews with local historians and guided site visits courtesy of the
Monongahela Area Historical Society, the Borough of New Eagle, the Mid Mon
Valley Model Railroad Club, the Mon River Buffs Museum and filmmaker,
historian and Monongahela native, Laura Magone. Library and internet research
was also conducted, as well as a review of pertinent studies and planning
documents. The critical issues facing heritage and community preservation
groups in the Monongahela / New Eagle that were uncovered during the planning
process center around:
Organizational sustainability of the various heritage and community
groups, including maintaining membership and appropriate housing of the
organizations’ activities and meeting space
An apparent lack of public awareness and appreciation of local heritage
resources
Limited and inconsistent mechanisms for preserving community character
and heritage resources
Community leaders in Monongahela and New Eagle should work together in
partnership with county and state agencies and the area’s legislative delegation, to
implement the following recommendations in order to maximize Monongahela
and New Eagle’s potential as a thriving community with a unique character that is
derived from its historic architecture, its riverfront location, and a multitude of
heritage resources.
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Based on input gathered from diverse sources within the two communities, the
following goals have been identified, along with recommendations for achieving
them:
GOAL: Ensure the organizational sustainability of area
heritage organizations
Issue: Heritage and community development organizations located within
Monongahela and New Eagle need to build partnerships and improve
cooperation.
Recommendation:
Create a hybrid “umbrella” organization for
coordinating the activities of heritage and community development
organizations and their individual projects. The new organization should
include elected officials, the Monongahela Area Historical Society, Mon
River Buffs Museum, Mid Mon Valley Model Railroad Club,
Monongahela Area Revitalization Committee (MARC), Chamber of
Commerce, Rotary Club, Ethnic Club, public safety officials, senior
citizens and youth groups, the Aquatorium Committee and other active
civic organizations.
Issue: The local organizations need to strengthen ties with other regional
heritage, business, community and economic development organizations
in the Mon Valley and greater Pittsburgh region.
Recommendation: Choose mutually beneficial projects on which to
work. Examples could include:
Mon Valley Heritage Newsletter
“Fueling a Revolution” Heritage Council
Developing traveling exhibits together, such as “Mon Valley
Sports Heroes,” “Industrial Arts & Crafts of the Mon Valley”,
River Buffs exhibit, etc.
Obtaining “Melting Pot Heritage Corridor” status for a heritage
corridor along Route 88 / 837 from WV line to Pittsburgh as
proposed in the Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area (ROSNHA)
Management Action Plan for the Fueling a Revolution Journey
Area.
Recommendation: Coordinate and cross-promote cultural and heritage
events.
Recommendation:
Link events with local businesses through
sponsorship and promotions.
Recommendation: Plan community events that span the valley.
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Recommendation:
Heritage Area.

Build partnership with Rivers of Steel National

Issue: There is a lack of awareness and appreciation for area heritage
resources.
Recommendation: Continue and expand community heritage events,
cross-promoting with local businesses and other area heritage
organizations.
Recommendation: Actively recruit young members by partnering with
area schools to incorporate local history into their curriculum through
classroom presentations, tours of local historic sites and exhibits on school
grounds.
Recommendation: Provide volunteer opportunities for high school
students in fulfillment of their graduation requirements.
Recommendation:
Develop volunteer
opportunities for senior citizens.

and

cultural enrichment

GOAL: Secure a permanent financially feasible home for the
combined collections of the Historical Society, Mid Mon Valley
Railroad Museum and Mon River Buffs Museum.
Issue: Community organizations in the Project Area are lacking funding
and the ability to maintain separate meeting locations.
Recommendation: Identify potential sites for a Monongahela Area
Heritage Museum that:
Are highly visible from the river and / or from Main Street
Have significant pedestrian traffic
Have ample parking
Are currently handicapped accessible or could be adapted for
universal use
Potential sites could include existing occupied or tenant-ready buildings,
vacant buildings with potential for rehabilitation, in-fill construction on
vacant lots or new construction at a strategic, high-profile location along
the riverfront. A possible site that has been identified during the current
planning process is the Monongahela City Trust Building.
The
Monongahela City Trust Building is a solid stone structure of monumental
proportions. This imposing anchor building on Main Street has terrific
potential as a multi-purpose facility that could house not only a local
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heritage museum, but also office space for community and business
development organizations. The grand scale of the building would also
lend itself well to entertainment, fine dining and specialty retail.
Another option is to construct a new multi-purpose building at the
Aquatorium. In addition to housing the Museum and information kiosk,
the proposed facility could incorporate:
Snack bar/coffee shop for Park N Ride commuters and people
attending Aquatorium events
Public restrooms
Bait and tackle for anglers
Canoe and kayak rental
Gift shop for local arts and crafts.
Recommendation: Acquire funding to complete a feasibility study for
the chosen site location. Potential funding sources include local
developers, Washington County Redevelopment Authority, PA Historical
and Museum Commission, Steel Industry Heritage Corporation, legislators
and pertinent state agency representatives.
GOAL:
Preserve the historic integrity and community
character of Monongahela and New Eagle.
Issue: The historic integrity of the Project Area is presumed, however
documentation is needed to identify potential funding opportunities and
direct redevelopment efforts.
Recommendation: Apply for grant funding from the PA Historical and
Museums Commission to conduct an historic building survey in
Monongahela for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
Recommendation: Obtain formal status for the Historic District in
Monongahela to provide eligibility for rehabilitation grants and tax credits
for all property owners within the designated district.
Recommendation: Where appropriate, seek National Register status for
key buildings to make them eligible for rehabilitation tax credits.
Recommendation:
Work with local officials and community
revitalization groups to develop design guidelines for streetscapes,
building rehabilitation, and new construction, that draw upon existing
historic design elements that are unique to the area (E.g. period-inspired
street lighting, wrought iron balconies and flower boxes, etc.).
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