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CHAPTER 9
TRANSPORTATION
NETWORK
BACKGROUND
STUDIES
The transportation network for the City of Monongahela and the Borough of New Eagle
was evaluated on the basis of function, design, volume of traffic, operating level,
constraints and restrictions, and needs assessment. This chapter identifies deficiencies in
the road system, whether due to the amount of traffic or design issues, and offers
recommendations to address these issues. The primary emphasis is to ensure that any
future development does not have a net adverse impact on the existing transportation
network. Discussions on the Mon-Fayette Expressway (Toll Road 43) and the Southern
Beltway are included due to implications to the Project Area.
Other modes of transportation (public transportation, rail service, pedestrian and bike
systems, trails, etc.) were assessed with respect to their interrelationships and function in
the Project Area. The pedestrian and bicycle circulation patterns and trails were
evaluated in terms of use and complicity from residential areas to commercial districts,
places of work, and schools. Opportunities were identified for links or expansion of
transportation systems, as well as strategies for implementation of multi-modal
improvements.

ROAD NETWORK
Four major highways traverse the Project Area:
State Route (SR) 88
SR 837
SR 136
SR 481
In addition, the Toll Road 43 / Mon Fayette Expressway is located in nearby
Carroll Township and accessible from the Project Area via SR 136, SR 1018 and
SR 1069 at Exit 44 / Monongahela Interchange. The state road network is shown
in Figure 9-1. The overall transportation network for the Project Area is shown
on Map 9.1: Local Transportation.
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Figure 9-1: Road Network

Source: Penn DOT, County Type 3 Map, 2006

Functional Road Classification
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Penn DOT) classifies all
road systems within the Commonwealth according to functional
classifications. The classification of a roadway relates to its basic
relationship to traffic levels of service and land access. For the purposes
of the City of Monongahela and New Eagle Borough Joint Comprehensive
Plan, Penn DOT Functional Classifications will be used to describe the
roadway inventory (Penn DOT, 2005). Classifications are shown on Map
9.2: Transportation Network – Monongahela and Map 9.3:
Transportation Network – New Eagle.
Interstate Highways, Other Freeways, and Expressways
The Interstate System includes all presently designated freeway
routes and is the highest classification of arterial roads and streets.
Interstates provide the highest level of mobility, at the highest
speed, for a long uninterrupted distance.
There are no Interstates located within the Project Area. The
nearest Interstate is I-70, which runs east-west through the City of
Washington to New Stanton, is located a few miles south of the
Project Area.
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Principal Arterial
Principal arterials connect as major urbanized areas, cities and
industrial centers and provide integrated movements without stub
connections. Design of the roadway usually consists of two (2) 12foot lanes with 8-10 foot shoulders with speeds typically ranging
from approximately 45-65 miles per hour.
Toll Road 43 (Carroll Township) – provides access to
the Pittsburgh, California, Brownsville, etc. Toll Road
43 is part of the Pennsylvania Turnpike and is a limited
access highway. It runs north-south and has two
distinct sections. The northern segment is 17 miles
long, beginning in West Brownsville (Washington
County) at US 40 / SR 88 and ending in Large /
Elizabeth Township (Allegheny County) at SR 51. The
southern segment, the Mason-Dixon link, is 6.2 miles
long; beginning in just south of the City of Uniontown
(Fayette County) at US 40 / US 119 and ending at the
Pennsylvania / West Virginia border.
SR 88 (Monongahela and New Eagle) – provides
access to Finleyville and Charleroi. SR 88 is a two-lane
highway that runs north-south, beginning in the City of
Pittsburgh (Allegheny County) at SR 51 and ending in
Point Marion (Fayette County) at US 119. Within the
Project Area, SR 88 meets with SR 837 approximately
one-quarter mile east of the New Eagle boundary and
shares the same alignment till the SR 88 / 837 split in
the City of Monongahela. The shared alignment is also
known locally as Main Street in both New Eagle and
Monongahela.

SR 88 / 837 – Main Street through Project Area
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SR 837 (Monongahela and New Eagle) – provides
access to Donora and areas north. SR 837 is also a
north-south highway that follows the Monongahela
River, beginning at the West End Circle in the City of
Pittsburgh and ending in Carroll Township
(Washington County) at SR 88, just south of the Project
Area.
Minor Arterial
Minor arterials also link urbanized areas, cities and industrial areas
as well as provide connections to Principal Arterials and
Interstates.
Minor arterials are spaced at proper intervals
consistent with population density. Design of the roadway usually
consists of two (2) 12-foot lanes with 8-10 foot shoulders and with
speeds typically ranging from approximately 35-45 miles per hour.
S R 136 (Monongahela and New Eagle) – provides
access to SR 43. SR 136 runs east-west, beginning in the
City of Washington (Washington County) at US 40 and
ending in the City of Greensburg (Westmoreland County)
at US 30 / Greensburg Bypass.
Urban Collectors
Collector roads provide land access service and traffic circulation
within residential neighborhoods, commercial and industrial areas
and downtown city centers. Collectors connect local roads and
streets with arterials and provide less mobility than arterials at
lower speeds for a shorter distance.
SR 481 / Park Avenue (Monongahela) – provides
access to I-70 and US 40. SR 481 / Park Avenue runs
north-south, beginning in the City of Monongahela at
SR 88 / SR 837 / SR 136 and ending in Centerville
(Washington County) at US 40.
SR 1069 / Memorial Avenue / Keenan Road (New
Eagle) – connects SR 88 / SR 837 (Main Street) to SR
88.
SR 1018 / 4th Street (Monongahela) – connects SR 88 /
SR 837 (Main Street) to SR 136.
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Chess Street (Monongahela and New Eagle) – a local
road that parallels Main Street (SR 88) in both the City
and the Borough.
Local Roads
Local roads and streets provide a high level of access to the
adjacent land but limited mobility.
All other roads are classified as local roads in the
Project Area.
Mon Fayette/Expressway
The Mon Fayette/Expressway (Toll Road 43 in Carroll Township) is a
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission (PTC) transportation project that is
planned to be a significant economic development generator. In its
entirety, the Mon/Fayette Expressway will be over 70 miles in length and
will provide redevelopment opportunities for many communities in the
Monongahela River Valley. Additionally, the roadway will improve
safety and mobility, as it will relieve traffic congestion on many roadways
such as State Routes 88 and 837, which are at or over capacity now. If the
project continues as planned, the linking of Interstate 68 in West Virginia
through Fayette County and to I-376 in Pittsburgh and the planned
Southern Beltway extension to I-79 will generate additional economic
development opportunities for communities in the Mon Valley area.
Currently, the Mon/Fayette Expressway has about 35 miles of roadway
that are open for daily travel. 17 miles of toll road are functional north of
I-70 in Washington County to State Route 51 in Allegheny County. The
Mason Dixon Link is 6.2 miles of tolled roadway which is operational
south of Uniontown and is planned to link to Interstate 68 in West
Virginia. The 6.2-mile Mason Dixon Link connects to four miles of nontolled roadway (US Route 119) that links to US Route 40 and eventually
to the California Toll Road (Turnpike 43), which is a 6-mile toll road that
connects to I-70 in Washington County.
I-79 to Mon/Fayette Expressway Southern Beltway
Transportation Project
The I-79 to Mon/Fayette Expressway Southern Beltway Transportation
Project is projected to alleviate safety and access concerns with existing
roadways in the Mon Valley area and would provide an east-west
connection from the river communities to I-79. The final alignment for
this roadway is still under investigation with the PTC completing a
Detailed Alternative Analysis.
The project area for the I-79 to
Mon/Fayette Expressway was divided into two sections to facilitate the
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development and analysis of the alternatives. Section 1, the western
portion, starts at I-79 and ends at the North Strabane/Nottingham
Township boundary. The eastern portion, Section 2, begins at the North
Strabane/Nottingham Township boundary and ends at the Mon/Fayette
Expressway in Union Township. According to the PTC, any combination
of the alternatives may be considered to form a project alternative.
(http://www.paturnpike.com/monfaysb/79tomfexpress/projectinfo.htm).

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATIONS
Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
The Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) is the federallydesignated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for a ten-county
region including the City of Pittsburgh and the counties of Allegheny,
Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Lawrence,
Washington, and Westmoreland. The responsibilities of a metropolitan
planning organization include the planning and prioritizing of all state and
federal transportation funds allocated to the region and for conducting the
transportation planning process for the region in cooperation of PennDOT,
Washington County, and other SPC partners. It should also be recognized
that SPC serves also as the Local Development District (LDD) and
Economic Development District for Southwestern Pennsylvania (as
designated by the U.S. Appalachian Regional Commission and the U.S.
Department of Commerce), to establish regional economic development
priorities.
SPC is also responsible for identifying the projects that are “waiting in
line” through its long range transportation plan, the “2030 Transportation
and Development Plan for Southwestern Pennsylvania.” The Long Range
Plan is updated every three years. The official process to identify a new
project for federal transportation funding is to testify to SPC during the
next Plan Update, which Washington County does on an ongoing basis
along with other SPC partners.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT)
Washington County is included under the Penn DOT Engineering District
12, which also oversees state related transportation projects in Fayette,
Greene, and Westmoreland Counties. District 12 is responsible for over
3,715 miles of highway, more than 103 miles of interstate and 2397 state
bridges. Penn DOT cooperates within the framework of SPC to establish
priorities for transportation projects.
Penn DOT has established the Agility Program to help local governments,
school districts, fire companies, and utilities with special projects related
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to transportation needs. Activities can include boom mowing, street
sweeping, bridge cleaning, meeting facilities, graphics, and storage.
Transportation Improvement Program
The State Transportation Improvement Program / Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) for Southwestern Pennsylvania lists all
projects that are anticipated to be funded by state and/or federal money.
The TIP is a four-year, fiscally constrained listing of priority multimodal
projects. The TIP is updated biannually in conjunction with the state’s
Twelve Year Transportation Program. A project must appear on the TIP
before it can receive financial support. The TIP represents the schedule
and cost for the project at the time of TIP development and is the first step
in seeking authorized funding.
The current SPC TIP is the “2007-2010 Transportation Improvement
Program for Southwestern Pennsylvania,” which was developed through a
proactive public involvement process. The SPC in conjunction with their
member agencies or counties have established Public Participation Panels
(PPP) for each county. The primary purpose of the PPP is to take public
testimony on transportation project and convey them in a logical manner
to the State Transportation Commission.
There are 67 projects in Washington County that are on the 2007-2010
TIP, one of which is located in the Project Area. The intersection of SR
88 and SR 837 in the Borough of New Eagle is fully budgeted at $225,000
for 2007. The general scope of work for this project is to add a left
turning lane for SR 88 northbound and lower the profile at the intersection
of SR 88 and SR 837. The profile of the intersection will be lowered to
exceed minimum sight distance criteria for 30 mph (posted speed is 25
mph). The extent of the approach roadway work is the minimum required
to provide necessary safety improvements and to satisfactorily transition
to the existing roadway. Construction of this project is expected to begin
in the fall of 2007.
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TRAFFIC VOLUME
The Project Area experiences heavy traffic along the principal arterials, minor
arterials and urban collectors on a daily basis. Traffic is vital to sustain
commercial businesses that are located in both Monongahela and New Eagle.
The traffic volumes shown in Table 9-1 are Annual Average Daily Traffic
(AADT) based on Penn DOT’s Internet Traffic Monitoring System (ITMS), 2007.
Table 9-1: Project Area Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT)
Municipality

Road Name
Main Street (SR
Monongahela
88/ 837/ 136)
SR 88 / 837
New Eagle
SR 88 / 837
New Eagle
Monongahela SR 88
Monongahela SR 136 Bridge
SR 837
New Eagle
SR 88
New Eagle
Monongahela SR 837
Monongahela SR 481
Monongahela SR 1018
Monongahela SR 136
Mononaghela Chess Street
Chess Street
New Eagle
SR 1069
New Eagle
Source: Penn DOT, 2007

# of
Section of Road
Vehicles
from SR 136 at the Eat-n-Park to the
Bridge (SR 136)
11,600
from SR 1069 to Mon City
13,200
from SR 1069 to Carroll Township
10,800
from the SR 88/837 split south
10,200
Bridge to Westmoreland County
7,700
SR 88 to Borough boundary
5,300
Main Street to Borough boundary
5,200
from the SR 136 Bridge south
4,300
Main Street to City boundary
3,900
Main Street to City boundary
3,300
Main Street to City boundary
3,200
City boundary to SR 1018
2,500
Main Street to City boundary
1,300
Main Street to Borough boundary
700

With this information, an analysis can be made regarding roadway demand and
the daily traffic trips to various geographic destinations. This data can also be
used to predict potential for residential and business growth.
By far, the heaviest traffic is on SR 88 and Main Street in both Monongahela and
New Eagle, which has roughly 13,000 cars daily. Most of the traffic appears to be
traveling through the Project Area from the north and then crossing into
Westmoreland County via the SR 136 Bridge or continuing on SR 88 south into
Carroll Township.
While not in the Project Area, it is important to
note that the Mon/Fayette Expressway (Toll
Road 43) has 9,600 daily vehicles traveling on
the roadway. As the expressway is extended,
this number will continue to increase. The
Project Area is located just a few miles from the
Monongahela Interchange (Exit 44) on SR 43,
which provides excellent access to and from
major destinations, such as the City of
Pittsburgh and Century III Mall. When the
Traffic on Main Street
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Mon/Fayette Expressway and Southern Beltway projects are completed, the
arterial connectors in the Project Area and surrounding region should see reduced
volumes of traffic.

TRANSIT
Public mass transit is available to residents of Monongahela courtesy of the Mid
Mon Valley Transity Authority. The transit routes are shown on Map 9.1:
Transportation Network, primarily following Main Street / SR 88 / SR 837 / SR
136 through both communities.
Mid Mon Valley Transit Authority
The Mid Mon Valley Transit Authority (MMVTA) was organized as a
municipal authority in 1985 and is financially supported by Westmoreland
and Washington Counties, the Federal Transit Administration, the Penn
DOT Bureau of Public Transportation, and 21 Mon Valley communities.
A Board of Directors oversees the Authority and each of the 21 local
communities has a representative on the Board, which meets monthly.
The MMVTA office is located at 1300 McKean Avenue in Charleroi and
has regular office hours Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 4:30
PM.
The MMVTA provides fixed route service to the following destinations:
Allenport Borough
Belle Vernon Borough
California Borough
Carroll Township
Castle Shannon Borough
Charleroi Borough
Coal Center Borough
Donora Borough
Dunlevy Borough
Elco Borough
Fallowfield Township
Fayette City Borough
Finleyville Borough
Lower Speers Borough

City of Monessen
North Charleroi Borough
North Belle Vernon Borough
City of Pittsburgh
Roscoe Borough
Rostraver Township and Shopping
Plazas
Speers Borough
Stockdale Borough
South Park Township
Washington Township
California University of
Pennsylvania

MMVTA offers two service routes in the Project area. Route A is a
Commuter Route from Speers/Charleroi to Pittsburgh via the SR 88
corridor. Route B is also a Commuter Route from New Eagle to
California with stops at Monongahela Valley Hospital. Major bus stops
include Main Street / 3rd Street in Monongahela and the Hills Restaurant
(inbound) and Charleroi Federal (outbound) in New Eagle.
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Mass transit provides access to communities along the Monongahela River
and to the City of Pittsburgh. At this time, there are no public transit
routes that connect the Project Area to east-west destinations, such as the
City of Washington. Transit is an expensive publicly subsidized service in
which ridership fees do not cover the cost of operations. Therefore,
operators must identify routes that will serve a high number of people and
justify the cost of service. Commuting patterns from residence to work
assist with identifying needs and/or gaps in service for mass transit. Most
of the residents in the Project Area work in the Project Area, surrounding
communities or the City of Pittsburgh, most of which are served by
existing transit routes. Less than five percent of Project Area residents
work in the City of Washington (see Chapter 2 Demographic Profile) and
even less work in communities to the east or west. It is expected that any
route connecting the Project Area to points east or west would experience
low ridership levels. In addition, less than five percent of Project Area
residents used mass transit to commute to work in 2000, further supporting
this concept.
In addition to fixed route service, the MMVTA also contracts with the
Washington County Transportation Authority (WCTA). The MMVTA is
one of five subcontractors throughout the County to provide transportation
to individuals eligible for the various programs, which include:
Senior Shared-Ride Program (ages 65 and over)
Persons with Disabilities
Medical Assistance Transportation
Welfare-to-Work Transportation
Veterans Transportation

Bus Stop in Project Area
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Washington County Transit Study
Washington County developed a Washington County Transit
Study, which was completed in October of 2007, to help the
County transit agencies improve their services. The study
analyzed existing conditions of public transportation services in
Washington County, examined current service coverage, service
levels, and route / service performance, and provided
recommendations that best fit the needs of the public, the resources
and capabilities of providers, and current funding levels. A copy
of
the
report
can
be
downloaded
at
http://www.spcregion.org/wcts/lib_wcts.shtml.
The following
findings and recommendations affect the MMVTA routes:
Mid Mon Valley Local Service
MMVTA local routes would see two changes. Service
should begin one hour later on both the northbound and
southbound portions of the Green Line, since those peak
period trips essentially had no ridership. Therefore, the first
trip to K-Mart Plaza would leave Charleroi at 7:20AM and
the first trip to Donora would leave Charleroi at 7:25AM. A
12:00PM trip to K-Mart and a 12:00PM trip to Donora
would be added to replace these two AM trips to better
serve the many seniors who use the service for midday
shopping.
Times for the Red Line should be adjusted to provide a
convenient transfer to the Green Line for those that wish to
travel to Donora or to Rostraver Square, Tri-county Plaza
and K-Mart Plaza.
Mid Mon Valley Regional Service
MMVTA Regional routes would include two changes.
First, the resources on the midday Route A service could be
reduced from one hour to every 90 minutes. The resources
saved by this change could be used to extend some of
Route A to service to California and thus increase the
services on Route B. This change would enable the Route
B headway to be improved to about 90-minutes. There
would be no effect of these service adjustments on service
levels, vehicle needs and operating costs. It is anticipated
that there would be a slight ridership improvement.
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Rural Service
Three additional rural routes would focus on the Mon
Valley. One route would connect the Marianna area with
the lower portions of the Mon Valley along the Highway 88
corridor and up through Charleroi. Another route would
connect Washington City with the Mon Valley area. The
third route would connect the Venetia area with the upper
portions of the Mon Valley along Highway 88 and down to
Charleroi.
Two of the routes would operate two days a week.
Candidates for the two-day a week service would be the
Mon Valley and Washington City route as well as the
Midway/McDonald/Canonsburg/Washington route. The
other routes would be served one day a week.
The routes would run from 8 AM to 6 PM with a two-hour
headway and could offer a limited route deviation service
where residents in a certain area could call the day before
to have the pick-up arranged closer to their home.
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PARKING
Municipal / Public Lots
The City of Monongahela operates seven public parking lots, as listed in
Table 9-2. In addition to the five metered lots, metered parking is also
available along Main Street at a cost of $.25 for two hours. The collection
and enforcement of the meters is provided by the Monongahela Police
Department. The Department stated that there are no problems regarding
overcrowding or enforcement of parking lots.
There are no public parking lots in the Borough of New Eagle.
Table 9-2: Municipal Parking Lots
Lot # Location
Lot #1 municipal building parking lot
Lot #2 next to Devore Hardware Store
Lot #3 behind Angelo's Restaurant and First Federal Bank
Lot #4 Second Street - next to Blaine Hill
Lot #5 First Street - next to the Slovak Club
Lot #6 Aquatorium Parking Lot
Lot #7 Railroad Street between 1st and 2nd Street
Source: Monongahela Police Department, 2007

# of Spaces
Metered
29
yes
13
yes
32
yes
15, 2 handicap
yes
12
yes
?
no
31
no

Monongahela City Parking Lot # 3
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Park & Rides
Park & Rides provide an essential sub-component of the transportation
system as it relates to the reduction of passenger vehicles on area
roadways. According to the 2000 Census, more than 20 percent of Project
Area residents carpooled to work (see Chapter 2 – Demographic Profile,
Chart 2-16, page 2-25). In addition, the Project Area was noted to have a
high number of commuters parking in the area from the surrounding
region to access the public transit routes. It is believed that commuters use
the Project Area to reduce commuting times.
There are currently six Park & Rides offered within the service area of the
Mid Mon Valley Transit Authority:
MMVTA / California University of PA Park & Ride Lot
This lot is located on SR 88 adjacent to Cal U’s Jefferson at
California apartments in California Borough. Parking is free for
commuters and the lot is lighted and has a bus shelter. The Silver
Line (California Borough / Cal U) is the only route that serves this
lot.
88 Transit Lines, Inc.
88 Transit Lines is the transportation contractor for MMVTA and
is located at 110 Arentzen Boulevard in Charleroi Borough, in the
Speers Industrial Park. Route A is the only route that serves this
lot.
Chamber Plaza
The Chamber Plaza located in Charleroi Borough, this lot also
offers free parking and is served by Route A, Route B, the Green
Line and the Red Line.
MMVTA Transit Center Park and Ride
The Transit Center Park and Ride is also located in Charleroi
Borough, and is owned and operated by the MMVTA and offers
free parking for commuters. This lot is also lighted and has a full
service Transit Center in operation during normal administrative
operating hours. Route A, Route B, the Green Line and the Red
line all service this lot.
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Monongahela Aquatorium
Located in the City of Monongahela, the Aquatorium lot is
accessed via Main Street and 2nd Street. The lot offers free all day
parking for commuters and a major bus stop with shelter is located
at the intersection of Main Street and Third Street, which is served
by Routes A and B.
Ginger Hill Road Park & Ride - Proposed
A Park & Ride is proposed at the intersection of Ginger Hill Road
and SR 88 in Union Township. Figure 9-3 shows the conceptual
plan that has been developed for the Ginger Hill Road Park &
Ride. This lot would provide commuter access to Toll Road 43
and the proposed Southern Beltway.
Figure 9-3: Conceptual Plan for Ginger Hill Road Park & Ride
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BICYCLE ACCESS
BicyclePA
BicyclePA Route S is the only formally designated bicycle route in the
Project Area. BicyclePA Routes are signed routes that direct long distance
bicyclists along state roadways with improved shoulders and other
features designed for bicycle riders. In some cases, these routes divert
from existing roadways onto improved rail trails to bypass difficult
sections. BicyclePA Route S is the longest of the BicyclePA routes and
extends 435 miles from Washington County to Bucks County. Route S
follows portions of SR 136 in the Project Area. There are no other types
of trails located in the Project Area.
Figure 9-4: BicyclePA Route S (www.bikepa.com)
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SIDEWALK NETWORK
Sidewalks provide connections from residential neighborhoods to commercial
districts and parks. The City of Monongahela has an extensive sidewalk network,
while the Borough of New Eagle has a lesser developed network. The City
recently completed their Main Street project, which consisted of reconstructing
the sidewalks along Main Street and adding period lighting and other amenities.
However, there are a few areas in both the City and the Borough that do not have
sidewalks.
Property owners are responsible for the repair and maintenance of all sidewalks
whether within lot lines or along any City streets or alleys. In Monongahela,
sidewalks must be at least four inches thick and constructed out of concrete or
brick pavers; black top and gravel are not permitted. Permit fees associated with
sidewalk and driveway construction cost the property owner $30.00 for residential
properties and $50.00 for commercial (parking lot and driveway) properties. The
Monongahela Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO) requires
four-foot sidewalks on all new streets in subdivisions or land developments where
the required building setback is 90 feet or less and on all streets and parking
compounds located within multi-family and apartment building developments.
In the Borough of New Eagle, property owners are also responsible for the repair
and maintenance of all sidewalks along Borough streets or alleys. As the
Borough does not have a SALDO, there is no requirement for sidewalks in
subdivisions or land developments.

Sidewalks on Chess Street

Sidewalks on Main Street
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RAIL
One national (Class 1) railroad runs through the Project Area - Norfolk Southern
Railway (NS), as shown in Map 9.1: Transportation Network. Services include
shipping coal and other goods to distribution and manufacturing destinations
along the East Coast. The Class I rail lines serve the region by connecting
Washington County to the North American market. The Norfolk Southern line
extends in a mostly east-west direction, connecting Chicago and points west with
the New York City area. Norfolk Southern is a Virginia-based holding company,
which operates in 22 Eastern States. Norfolk Southern has 12,500 miles of road
and 31,300 miles of rail track nationwide.

Norfolk Southern Railroad through Project Area

The railroad runs the length of the Project Area and lies between SR 88 / 837 and
the Monongahela River, with a spur near the SR 88 / 837 split that follows Pigeon
Creek into Carroll Township. While there are businesses and other types of
development located between the railroad and the river, they are somewhat
disconnected from the rest of the community. There are railroad crossings located
at the intersections with the following roads:
Nelson Street
Sarah Street
Factory Street
2nd Street
3rd Street
6th Street
West Ally
7th Street
8th Street
10th Street
11th Street
Howard Street
Pine Street
Robinson Street
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AIRPORTS
Washington County Airport
The Washington County Airport is owned and operated by Washington
County and is located in South Franklin Township. The facility can
accommodate 100 aircraft and has 37 T-hangers and seven corporate
hangars. The airport has over 300 acres and has an asphalt runway that is
5000 feet in length. The full parallel taxiway system is fully lit for night
operations. The airport has many technological advances including a
partial electronic guidance system consisting of a Localizer, Distance
Measurement System (DME) and Nondirectional Beacon (NDB), a
Remote Communications Outlet (RCO), an automated Weather
Observation System, and an Instrument Landing System (ILS). The
Washington County Airport is expected to complete a Master Plan and
Environmental Impact Assessment and complete runway renovations
beginning in 2005 (PA Bureau of Aviation).
Finleyville Airpark Airport
This facility is located one mile south of Finleyville Borough;
approximately 12 miles west of I-79 and 10 miles south of I-70. The
airport is within two miles of the Mon/Fayette Expressway and serves the
Finleyville area. Finleyville Airpark is a general service airport (PA
Bureau of Aviation, 2004) that has 42 based aircraft and about 5,400
annual aircraft operations. Finleyville Airport has one paved runway that
is 2,505 feet in length (PA Bureau of Aviation).
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COMMERCIAL WATERWAYS
The Monongahela River was improved for year-round transportation by the
Monongahela Navigation Company in 1837 when a series of seven locks and
dams from Pittsburgh towards the West Virginia state line were built. The U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) took control in 1897 and began operation
of the nation’s oldest continuously operating slack-water river navigation systems
(USACOE, 2004). The present navigation system has nine locks and dams of
several sizes and types constructed by the USACOE between 1902 and 1994.
These locks allow boats to travel in a series of steps to accommodate the 147-foot
difference in pool elevation from Fairmont to Pittsburgh (USACOE, 2005).
Two lock and dam systems influence the navigable water of the Monongahela in
Washington County—Locks and Dams 4 and the Maxwell Locks and Dam.
According to information supplied by the ISACPE (2005), the Locks and Dams 2,
3 and 4 are the three oldest operating navigation facilities on the Monongahela
River and experience the highest volume of commercial traffic.

Barge Traffic on the Monongahela River in Project Area
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Lower Monongahela River Project
The Lower Monongahela River Project is a series of planned
improvements by the Army Corps of Engineers to the Locks and Dams 2,
3 and 4. Locks and Dam 2 (Braddock, Allegheny County) was recently
replaced to allow the removal of Lock and Dam #3 in Elizabeth,
Allegheny County, after the replacement of Lock and Dam #4 in
Charleroi. The Lock and Dam #4 improvements include the replacement
of the existing 70-year-old structure with a larger 110-foot wide chamber
system, which will result in an increase in the lock-through capability
thereby improving the overall efficiency and capacity.
Once the improvements are made to Lock and Dam #4, the USACOE will
remove Lock and Dam #3, which will drop the water level in Pool #3 by
3.2 feet below average elevation. The removal of Locks and Dam #3 will
result in a 30-mile long pool of water between Braddock Borough
(Allegheny County) and Charleroi Borough (Washington County). At the
completion of the project, the shoreline will be increased by
approximately five feet. The timeframe for project completion is expected
to be around 2019 (USACOE, 2006).
The impact of this project on the Project Area could be significant. The
extension of the shoreline will affect all riverfront properties, particularly
those that currently have access to the river. The USACOE will
reconstruct the boat ramps at all public facilities along the pool, which
include the Aquatorium and the public access area in New Eagle.
However, private access areas, which there are three in the Project Area,
will be the responsibility of the landowner. The additional shoreline may
provide available land to develop a riverfront trail along the Monongahela
River.
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MONONGAHELA RIVER ACCESS
The ability of residents to use the river or other waterways, as a source of
recreation is partly dependent upon the availability of public boat launches. The
Project Area has the following access points on the Monongahela River:
Monongahela-SR 837 / Nelson Street (PA Fish and Boat
Commission)
Located at the eastern end in Monongahela off SR 837 at
Nelson Street
Hours of operation: 24 hours per day / seven days per week
Unlimited horsepower
Shore fishing
Parking - large lot (ten vehicles or more)
Surfaced ramp
Primary boating - deep-draft, high-powered recreational boats
Monongahela Aquatorium (City of Monongahela)
Located off Factory Street from SR 837
Unlimited horsepower
Fishing pier
Shore fishing
Parking - large lot (ten vehicles or more)
Surfaced ramp
Primary boating - shallow-draft, lightweight fishing boats,
canoes and inflatables

Monongahela Aquatorium Boat Dock
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New Eagle-Howard Street / Tubby Hall Park (PA Fish and Boat
Commission)
Located off Howard Street in Tubby Hall Park
Hours of operation: 24 hours per day / seven days per week
Unlimited horsepower
Donation
Fishing pier
Shore fishing
Parking - large lot (ten vehicles or more)
Surfaced ramp
Primary boating - deep-draft, high-powered recreational boats

Tubby Hall Park Boat Docks

New Eagle (Private – Beach Club Marina)
Located across the railroad tracks off Robinson Street from SR
837
Hours of operation: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Unlimited horsepower
Fee for docking and boat launch
Shore fishing
Parking - large lot (ten vehicles or more)
Surfaced ramp
Loading dock
Primary boating - deep-draft, high-powered recreational boats
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CHAPTER 9
TRANSPORTATION
NETWORK
RECOMMENDATIONS

The transportation network within the City of Monongahela and the Borough of
New Eagle was analyzed to identify areas of concern and potential improvements
that can improve the overall network. Areas of concern along roadways were
identified by both elected officials and residents through the project steering
committee meetings and public meetings. Traffic engineers from Mackin
conducted field views of the identified areas in September of 2007 and developed
recommendations to address these sites. In addition, alternative modes of
transportation (sidewalk network, public transit, etc.) were analyzed and
recommendations for improvements offered. The City and the Borough will need
to partner with various organizations, such as PennDOT, the Mid Mon Valley
Transit Authority, and others, in order to implement many of these
recommendations.
GOAL: Provide a safe and efficient road network.
Issue: Areas of concern that pose safety and/or flow problems were
identified by the steering committee.
Recommendation: Recommendations have been developed for the
following areas of concern:
Pavement Markings
It is recommended that a pavement
marking plan be designed for Main
Street for the entire study area. In
general, the pavement markings along
Main Street could be improved. Parking
stalls are not marked, so it is difficult to
tell where parking is acceptable and
where it is not, or where the edge of the
travel lane is.
Additionally, the
sidewalks and curbs are in great

Chess Street
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condition in some locations and in poor condition in others. In
some areas, the curbs are painted and in others, they are not.
Finally, some of the existing pavement markings are heavily worn
and difficult to see. The City and Borough would be responsible
for initiating this. Additionally, the materials used for pavement
markings have improved greatly in the past decade. It is
recommended that hot thermoplastic pavement markings be used
on asphalt and epoxy on concrete for more durability. These
materials should last a lot longer than simple traffic paint.
Consistency in pavement markings would provide a safer, more
attractive roadway.
Chess Street & PA 136 / Dry Run Road– dangerous
intersection
This intersection used to be controlled
by a stop sign on all four approaches.
field, the intersection does not appear to
warrant a traffic signal or turning lanes.
The sight distance from Chess Street
westbound looking left along SR 136
(Dry Run Road) appears deficient.
Utility poles, an electric transformer and
tree vegetation are blocking the view
and should be considered for removal or
relocating. The City of Monongahela
would need to take the initiative with the
utility company who owns these utility
poles. The vegetation should be cut
back by the property owner, but can
again be initiated by the City.

PA 136 & Chess Street

PA 136 & Chess Street
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Main Street & Fourth Street – no left turning lane on
Main Street exists, but residents use informally for a left
turn onto Fourth Street
The City of Monongahela should have a
traffic study conducted for this
intersection, which PennDOT would
review. Any changes to the signal or to
pavement markings would be the
responsibility of the City. Based upon
field views, it is recommended that the
intersection of Main Street and Fourth
Street by restriping Main Street to
provide three 11’ lanes, including a left
turning lane. The existing roadway is
33’, which is wide enough, however all
Main Street & Fourth Street
of the parking spaces (approximately
nine) along the southern side of Main
Street, between Fourth Street and Third Street, would need to be
removed to accommodate a left turn lane. The addition of the left
turning lane would require the installation of a five-headed traffic
signal and appropriate signing.
ADA approved wheelchair ramps should also be constructed at this
intersection to allow for wheelchair access from the northern side
of Main Street to the various stores and shops along the southern
side of Main Street.
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Howard Street & Main Street – dangerous intersection
The Borough of New Eagle should prohibit parking along Main
Street for approximately five spaces to the left and to the right of
Howard Street to increase sight distance and safety. “No Parking”
or “No Parking Here to Corner” signs should be installed along
Main Street in this area, as the curbs are already painted yellow
and that is not deterring vehicles from parking. To prohibit
parking by law, signs and not just pavement markings must be
present. New Eagle is responsible for all parking on state roads.
Second Street Parking Lot – layout, access, etc.
Monongahela should install a sign on Main Street to alert drivers
of the available parking in this lot.
Sheetz Traffic Island
The traffic island at the Sheetz entrance
should be painted yellow and
delineated with surface mounted
flexible delineator posts on the side of
the island that is not graded for a ramp
(southern). Additionally, one near side
right “No Left Turn” sign is missing
and should be replaced on the Main
Street eastbound approach, which
would help deter the left turning
vehicles who are hitting the traffic
island. These materials should be paid
for by Sheetz, but can be initiated by
the City.

Sheetz Traffic Island

Robinson Street Rail Crossing
To improve safety at this railroad
crossing, at a minimum, railroad
crossbucks should be installed on the
southbound approach of Robinson
Street to the railroad tracks, and the
stop sign across the tracks on the left
removed. In addition to this, it is
recommended that the standard
PennDOT signing and pavement
markings for railroad crossings, as per
PennDOT Publication TC-8600 be
Robinson Street Rail Crossing
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installed on both approaches to the crossings. The crossbucks
should be furnished and installed by Norfolk Southern, while New
Eagle Borough would be responsible for installing and maintaining
the other rail crossing signs and pavement markings.
Traffic signal at Main Street and Ninth Street
It is recommended that a traffic study
be conducted at this location to
determine if the intersection still
warrants a traffic signal. The traffic
signal installation at Main Street and
Ninth Street is very old. The signal
operates as pre-timed, meaning it has
no methods of traffic detection. The
pedestrian signal heads are not
functioning at all. The traffic signal
poles are old and rusting. Additionally,
Mackin did not witness any vehicles on
Traffic Signal at Ninth Street
the side streets during the field view. It
is possible that this intersection does
not warrant a traffic signal anymore due to lack of side street
traffic. The City should approach PennDOT for help in the costs
of and conducting the study. If the intersection does not warrant a
traffic signal, all traffic signal equipment should be removed and
the side streets should be controlled by stop signs. If the
intersection does warrant a traffic signal, it is recommended that
this intersection be redesigned with all new traffic signal
equipment, including vehicle detection, pedestrian push buttons,
pedestrian signal heads, LED traffic signal heads, signing and
pavement markings. The City would be responsible for these
costs, as well as maintaining the new intersection.
Issue: During high traffic times, it is difficult and somewhat dangerous to
turn onto Main Street from side roads.
Recommendation: Restrict left turns from feeder roads (roads without
traffic signals) onto Main Street during times of heavy traffic (7am-9am;
4pm-6pm) and direct traffic to major thoroughfares.
Issue: The access to the Marina and the New Eagle Sewage Plant is often
blocked by commercial trucks loading / unloading along the street.
Recommendation: Post a “no loading zone” sign on all streets and
entrances to these sites.
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GOAL: Improve pedestrian circulation within the Project Area.
Issue: The downtown of both Monongahela and New Eagle should be
more pedestrian friendly and inviting.
Recommendation:
phases:

Complete the streetscape project in the following

First phase: Fifth Street to Twelfth Street
Second phase: Park Avenue to City Boundary
Recommendation: Design a streetscape project for New Eagle Borough
that allows the streetscape theme to continue past SR 136 / Dry Run Road
and extends along Main Street to the convergence of Main Street and
Chess Street.
Recommendation: It is recommended that a few mid-block pedestrian
crossings are placed along this stretch to slow traffic and make drivers
more aware of the downtown setting and pedestrians. The section of Main
Street between Dry Run Road and Fourth Street does not have sufficient
locations for pedestrians to cross. There is only one traffic signal, located
at Ninth Street, between Dry Run Road and Fourth Street. The traffic
signals are too far apart from each other, so pedestrians will cross
wherever they can, and not walk to the closest signal. The exact location
of these crossings would need to be determined by conducting pedestrian
counts or by viewing land and building usages. The mid-block crossings
should include heavily marked crosswalks constructed of hot
thermoplastic material and a yellow-green fluorescent pedestrian sign
should be installed in each direction. This would be initiated and paid for
by the City.
Recommendation: Pedestrian access to the Aquatorium needs to be
improved and connected to the downtown. Consideration should be given
to design a wooden gated crossing at the existing railroad crossing at
Second Street that would automatically close for trains (faux drawbridge).
Recommendation:
Develop a sidewalk
maintenance plan that identifies deficient
sidewalks and works with property owners to
replace areas in need.
Recommendation: Replace sidewalks that are in
poor condition along East Main Street in the
Black Diamond Neighborhood of Monongahela.

Main Street-Black Diamond
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Recommendation: Work with Allegheny Power to replacing streetlights
that are not in operation.
GOAL: Capitalize upon the existing public transit service that
is provided in the Project Area.
Issue: There are many transit stops that are in poor condition where
signing and sidewalks are deteriorating and improvements are needed.
Recommendation: Work with the MMVTA to
connect bus shelters to electricity to provide
lighting for safety.
Recommendation: Work with the MMVTA to
renovate deficient transit stops.
There is
potential to partner with businesses and/or
community organizations, such as the bus stop at
Fourth Street in Monongahela (constructed by
the Monongahela Area Revitalization Committee
(MARC)).

Fourth Street Bus Stop

Issue: While service to the City of Pittsburgh is
provided, there is no route that connects the Project Area to the City of
Washington or other points west.
Recommendation: Lobby the MMVTA to extend service to the City of
Washington.
GOAL: Provide ample parking for both visitors, shoppers, and
commuters.
Issue: There is a perceived lack of parking but in reality, the only area
that can be hard to find parking is between Second and Third Streets in
Monongahela. Some business owners and/or workers park in front of
their business on Main Street, which should be reserved for customers.
Recommendation: Develop fringe parking lots, if needed, behind
businesses on Main Street for business owners and employees. Provide
safe and lighted pedestrian connections from these lots to the rear
entryways of businesses along Main Street.
Recommendation: Work with business owners to discourage employees
from using street parking.
Issue: Residents from surrounding areas drive to the Project Area to
access public transit but there is not enough parking for commuters.
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Recommendation: Develop a small park-n-ride (roughly 30 cars) at the
vacant lot near the intersection of Main Street and Memorial Avenue in
New Eagle memorial parking, church parking, etc.
GOAL: Welcome visitors to the Project Area by developing
attractive and inviting gateways.
Issue: While three gateways are located in the Project Area (island by SR
88 / 837 split in Monongahela, landscaping / benches near SR 136 / Main
Street, and sign on SR 837 in New Eagle near BP Station), they could be
improved to stand out more and promote the area.
Recommendation: Renovate the existing gateway at SR 136 / Dry Run
Road to become a gateway for both Monongahela and New Eagle.
Recommendation: Develop a gateway at the bridge on Wall Street.
Recommendation: Develop a gateway at the Monongahela Bridge (SR
136).
Recommendation: Improve the existing gateway in New Eagle at
intersection of SR 88 and SR 837.
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